Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

View this email in your browser

Club Newsletter ‑ April 2019

President’s report - Brett Simon
Autumn is here. I am watering my trees less, sometimes skipping two days.
However it is very important to check daily as we can still have very warm days.
When it rains make sure your trees are getting wet. Often because of dense
canopies the water does not get onto the soil.
This is the most important time of the year to feed. This is when the trees store
energy for the spring push. Healthy well fed tree now means a healthy spring
push. All trees can be fed. Make sure you do at least two applications, four
weeks apart if you are using organic food sitting on soil. If using a liquid food,
do this every two weeks, four times.
The meeting last month was well attended and it was great to see some new
faces. I started by showing you when is the correct time to shoot select on your
pines once they have hardened off, always reducing to two shoots. You can tell
they have hardened off when they turn from a light green to a dark green and
when you give the needles a gentle tug they dont just come out. You can also
balance the energy of your pines now.
Then Vkiy and Justin gave some advice on how to start styling raw yamadori.
Sometimes it is difﬁcult to see the tree in all the mess. Start off by cleaning out
what you know must go. After this decide what is your best front. Tilt, move and
rotate the tree to ﬁnd this. Most of the time you can not follow any rules when
starting to style a yamadori. You need to ﬁnd the best line root to apex and go
from there.
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We
then moved onto the wedge cut of a pine. As shown the most important
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lesson is the cutting of the wedge. The angle on both sides of the cut must be
the same length otherwise you will end up with an overbite. Only a small wedge
needs to be cut. You will be surprised how far the trunk moves just with a small
wedge. Next we make sure that when bending we can secure the bend onto
something that almost gives a 90 degree to the bend. In this case i used a
metal bar secured to the base. When bending we continuously check that the
back is not tearing. We run our saw through the cut to make sure that top and
bottom of the cut are running parallel. Do this until you get a nice meet of the
top and bottom sections. Once closed we seal with putty to protect the wound.
Stop moisture and air getting into the system.
Our show is around the corner. Please if you have not yet send in your lists of
trees to Andrew.
We need all hands on deck the Thursday before the show. Please come and
help. The show is what generates income for the club and this is used to do
things for our members. Make sure your trees are prepped and ready and try
ﬁnd some nice moss to cover the soil surface.
See you all this Wednesday for our next meeting. Phil will be showing us how
to secure a tree to a pot that needs to be worked on, This is so important. So
many trees that die after heavy work is done, is blamed on the work, when in
fact it was the roots that got damaged during the work.
I will then discuss Juniper cleaning out, followed by a few members giving there
advice on tricks of the trade they have learnt.

See you all there

In case you missed it, you can still get the full calendar for 2019 here
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/fe4640d2b57e659af5a2dc9f8/ﬁles/c90a21842976-4177-bebb-c9f18a7b0cf5/Oyama_Calendar_2019.pdf

Some Pics from the March Meeting
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What
to Do - Stephen Le Roux
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Autumn appear to be much earlier this year with days already cooling down
with occasional rain. But beware of warm days. Watch the watering of your
trees.
The growth is slowing down with some trees already showing autumn colors
and others already bare. Trees like smooth bark elms, wisteria and white
stinkwoods, that were not defoliated, are already losing their leaves.
Keep feeding your trees to build up strength for the next season. Some olives
will show a lot of new growth. Feed them to speed up their development.
Keep track of pests as they are active this time of the year.
Check wire on your trees. Trees are putting down a lot of wood on their trunks
and branches and can cause wire bite on your trees. If wired branches haven’t
set yet and tend to move back to the original position, then wire the branch
again but in the opposite direction.
This is an important time in keeping track of the development of your junipers
(apex growth). New growth on pines should have hardened by now. You can
start feeding your pines to build up strength for the winter.
Keep weeds under control. Use snapshot to stop seeds from germinating.
Remove Azalea ﬂowers as soon as they start to fade. Do not prune Azaleas
and Coleonema alba. New ﬂowers are developing and pruning them now will
remove the new ﬂower buds.
Do not prune your deciduous trees now until it’s time for winter pruning.
Pruning them now will force the trees to start developing new buds. These buds
will not harden off before winter and will probably die in winter. The tree will
also spend a lot of energy on developing these buds – energy that the tree will
needed to go through the winter.
Also look out for signs of Thrip on your Wild Olives. On the ﬁrst sign of marks
on the Olive leafs spray your trees. Look for white ﬂy on the underside of the
leafs of Olives. Spray your olives with a preventative spray for root rot.
Start shopping around for new potential bonsai stock. Most of the trees in
nurseries already stopped developing and are only putting down hard wood,
increasing their trunks. Shop around to be ﬁrst to ﬁnd the best stock.
Also start looking around for good compost and other ingredients for your soil
mixtures so that in winter you know where to ﬁnd the best soil for your soil mix.
Junipers development slowed down and you can now work on styling your
junipers and bending thick branches. Make use of rafﬁa to bend branches.
Make sure you apply the rafﬁa tight around the branch before bending them.
Several tools are available to bend big branches. If you are not sure how to do
it ask one of the bonsai nurseries or senior members of clubs.
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Now is the time to enjoy your trees, work on deadwood, treat deadwood with
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lime sulfur, clean pots and display your trees for all visitors and friends to ‘Ooo!
and Aaa!’, but mostly for you to enjoy the years hard work.
Scratch around on the internet, books and fellow bonsai nuts’ collections and
plan new ideas and bonsai for the next season. Go around and see what style
you like (forest/cascade/leaning trunk/etc) and set yourself a challenge to
create the bonsai that you always wanted. Then do some research on the
particular subject (tree/style/method/etc.) and start looking for some stock to ﬁt
your design.
And while you’re at it, visiting other’s bonsai, surﬁng the net, try to be nice. Too
many bonsai growers’ only remarks towards other person’s bonsai are usually
negative. Try to say something nice – even if your remark is that the pot is nice.
Also visit our face book page at ‘Stone lantern bonsai nursery’ for more articles,
photos and events. Please feel free to make suggestions on how to improve
the page and what you would to know more about.

Bonsai Classiﬁed
An 8cm wide by 5 cm long size advert will be included if you email it to
phil@pottersyard.co.za in word document format by the 26th of each month.
In return we are asking for the occasional item to be donated to the rafﬂe at our
monthly meetings.
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